
Yocom at 502-417-5514 
for information. See page 
4 for details.  

   Lastly, for those like 
me, who might find these 
coming cold, dreary days 
a downer when it comes 
to inspiration, here’s a 
suggestion: pick up some-
thing good to read: a poet 
or prose writer you’ve 
heard of (or not), a book 
or journal about the writ-
ing process, or a piece of 
nonfiction bent toward 
nature, physics, history, 
or some other subject – 
the more bizarre the bet-
ter – that strikes your 
fancy.  Then ask yourself, 
―What if . . . ???‖  And if 
you have other sugges-
tions about what works 
for you, please let me 
know.  I’m up for any-
thing within reason (or 
otherwise).  And next 
time, perhaps we’ll have 
enough material gener-
ated by wild-minded 
readers to start a new col-
umn! 

Have fun & dive in! 

Your prez 

 

 

Greetings, Poets & 
Writers & Friends of 
GRW . . .  

   and wishing all of you 
joy in this ongoing holi-
day season. First, let me 
say what a pleasure it was 
to see a covey of you at 
our recent retreat at the 
Kavanaugh Center in 
Crestwood, KY.  Much 
good writing was done 
and shared, and a good 
time was had by all.  A 
couple of special people 
were there (not to say that 
all of you aren’t special, 
whether you were there or 
not) but it was great to 
have new member Tori 
Bailey with us from Hen-
derson, KY, and likewise, 
to have our old friend and 
long-time member Becky 
Alexander, coming 
down all the way from 
Ontario, Canada.  Every 
writers’ group needs an 
international connection.  
Thanks, Becky!   

   Our January 2009 
Retreat will be held also 
at the Kavanaugh Center 
January 15-18.  There are 
some significant changes, 
however, so be sure and 
read the article that de-
tails these on page 2 in 

this Newsletter.  A contin-
gency of GRW members 
toured the new Retreat 
meeting room mentioned 
in this article, and were 
very pleased at the pros-
pect of gathering around 
a cozy fireplace (yes!  a 
fireplace!) to read and 
share.  At this point, we’re 
planning to take advan-
tage of this coziness and 
dine in on that first night 
of Retreat, so those of you 
who plan to come, start 
getting your heads to-
gether and thinking about 
a nice, warm pot of some-
thing to eat.  GRW will 
furnish drinks, dessert 
and good, crusty bread 
from a real oven. 

   I have spoken with 
Director Jeff Yocom con-
cerning our upcoming 
NIPW (details elsewhere 
in this Newsletter) and he 
assures me that our      
always-superior instruc-
tors, staff, agents & edi-
tors are gearing up for a 
rewarding and productive 
Workshop.  If you plan to 
attend NIPW, you may 
register online, or check 
out our NIPW website for 
other forms of registra-
tion.  If you cannot get 
online, you may call Jeff 
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Jan 15-18, 2009  
Winter Retreat (all 
genres), Kavanaugh 
Center, Crestwood 

Mar 15-22, 2009 
GRW Novels-in-
Progress Work-
shop, Spalding Uni-
versity Campus, 
Louisville 

July 16-19, 2009  
Summer Retreat 
(all genres), Kava-
naugh Center, 
Crestwood 
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 war.  A true survival 
story, with an odd and 
heart-warming love 
story twist. 

4) The Invention of 
Hugo Cabret by Brian 
Selznick.  Set in Paris, 
this is a novel in words 
and pictures set in 1931.  
An orphan takes the 
reader on a journey that 
evokes hope and the 
importance of honoring 
our life’s calling. 

WHAT WRITERS READ            by  Cate Pearson 

One of the many de-
lights of spending most of 
my time with adolescents is 
being exposed to what they 
read.  Since these dear 
souls represent our future, 
we have much to do to pre-
pare them.  On the other 
hand, they have much to do 
to prepare us. 

As I sat next to three 
talkative middle school 
boys in the Baxter theater 
awaiting the beginning of 
Twilight, based on a hugely 
popular young adult novel 
by Stephanie Meyer, I real-
ized I was 20 years older 
than most everyone in the 
room and prayed for a 
quick jolt of testosterone to 
change these boys’ voices to 
make them less annoying.  
But when I began to listen 
more closely (since I had no 
choice), I noticed how well-
informed, insightful, and 
intelligent they were.  In 
fact, I realized one day, 
twenty years from now, 
they would likely be great 
catches for a hetero female 
or gay man. 

We were all drawn to 
Twilight for different rea-
sons.  This vampire love 
story written by a good lit-
tle Mormon girl came to be 
from a dream.  I hope as 
writers we learn to pay    
attention to such dreams.  
Indeed, Meyers’ acuity to 
hers has landed her mil-
lions from this four part 
series.  The movie did not 
disappoint.  It gave me 
what I came to find- true 
though somewhat star-
crossed love, created 
through simple scenes of 
the couple lying amidst the  

lush green of the Pacific 
Northwest where the two 
did not need to speak to 
know their connection. 

This was a good object 
lesson for the teacher in me, 
who did evoke the teacher 
voice close to the end of the 
flick when the boys began to 
make fun of the heavy 
breathing of one scene (they 
were fair- it was hokey, but 
this was a movie, as I re-
minded them.) Simple 
truths can often be found 
without a great deal of vio-
lence, abrasive language, or 
adults going at it.  I long for 
these truths, much as we all 
long to make sense of this 
changing, troubled existence 
of ours.  Here’s my short list 
for you to consider: 

  1) The Golden Com-
pass by Philip Pullman
- A British trilogy that 
takes a unique look at 
the perils of religious 
conformity- the book 
on tape is better than 
the movie. 

2) Trigger by Susan 
Vaught (a neuropsy-
chologist). Jersey 
Hatch, former star ath-
lete and straight A stu-
dent returns home to 
try to piece his life 
back together and de-
termine why he tried 
to shoot his own head 
off. 

3) How I Live Now by 
Meg Risoff.  This nar-
rator  ranks with Hol-
den Caulfield and asks 
us to ponder what 
would happen if the 
whole world were at 

WINTER RETREAT             

UPDATE 

  If you are planning to at-
tend this event, held at the 
Kavanaugh Retreat Center 
in Crestwood, KY January 
15-18, please register before 
December 10 by calling 
Mary O’Dell, 502-245-
4902/502-552-9578cell or 
by emailing 
Mary.Odell@insightbb.com 
Rooms at Foeman Lodge are 
still $40 per night.  Our 
meeting room will be in 
Olds Cottage, only a few 
hundred yards away.  The 
Cottage has a full kitchen 
equipped with dishes, uten-
sils, cookware and dish-
washer.  There are also 4 
sleeping rooms at this loca-
tion; however, 3 are already 
spoken for.  Note: those 
staying in the Cottage 
rooms must bring linens 
(double or single), in-
cluding blankets, pil-
lows, towels, and soap.  
Each Cottage room does 
have a walk-in shower.  
Limited parking is available 
at the Cottage. 
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To the Margin 

by W.S. Merwin 

 

Following the black 
footprints the tracks 
of words that have passed that way 
before me I come 
again and again to 
your blank shore 
 

not the end yet 
but there is nothing more 
to be seen there 
to be read to be followed 
to be understood 
and each time I turn 
back to go on 
in the same way 
that I draw the next breath 
 

the wider you are 
the emptier and the more 
innocent of any 
signal the more 
precious the text 
feels to me as I make 
my way through it reminding 
myself listening 
for any sound from you 

   In ―To the Margin,‖  W.S. Merwin uses the poetic tra-
dition of addressing a person or thing (usually absent), 
which is called an Apostrophe. Merwin meditates on 
the margin considering its controlling influence as text 
is read. 

   Poem become path as Merwin describes it as ―black/ 
footprints the tracks/ of words….‖ The negative space 
of the margin returns the eye back to the path by its vis-
ual silences.  We trust what is neither seen nor heard to 
guide us through an unpredictable turn. What appears 
to be the edge of a cliff is only a pause to readers as we 
step off the enjambed line sure that the next word will 
support our weight even if it’s not the expected word. 

   How does Merwin build and maintain this trust? Part 
of the foundation is reputation. But the largest part is 
skill. A poet of equal skill and lesser fame may not in-
spire such trust.  The reader would have to take a 
greater leap of faith. Yet that risk would be rewarding. 

   But Merwin has credibility that comes with fame. We 
trust that his poems ―innocent of any/ signal‖ other 
than margins are lacking signals to support a personal 
poetic culture that enacts a universal poetic truth. Po-
etry’s most basic elements are words and sounds, and 
the breath to produce them. These elements are pre-
cious. We know instinctively to turn back from areas 
without them. 

Mail to: WINTER RETREAT, Green River Writers, Inc., 103 Logsdon Court, Louisville, KY 40243 

_____Single room, Thu. Jan 15    $40  _____Shared room, Thu. Jan 15 $20   

_____Single room, Fri.  Jan 16  $40  _____Shared room, Fri.  Jan 16 $20 

_____Single room, Sat.  Jan 17  $40  _____Shared room, Sat. Jan 17  $20 

         Total Single _____                   Total Shared _____ 

 

_____Non-refundable deposit   $50   ______Registration  $15         TOTAL FEES/DEPOSITS ENCLOSED $______ 

 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:___________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________________State:_________Zip_______________ 

Phone:______________________________E-mail:_____________________________________ 

WINTER RETREAT REGISTRATION              502-245-4902 
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MEMBERSHIP 

DUES INCREASE 

Effective July 2008                       

membership dues are 

$25 per year 

Student dues                      

(18 or older)                   

$20 per year 

For membership           

renewal or information, 

contact: Mary O’Dell, 

Green River Writers, 

103 Logsdon Ct.,              

Louisville, KY 40243                 

(502) 245-4902 

THE LAST PARTY                                                
by Barbara McMakin  

Summer rains remind me of Aunt Lucille’s carport 
and birthdays,                                                                     
of potato salad and ham,                                                 
and that fruit salad with the little marshmallows.        
I feel cool mist blow on my face,                                 
dance in my hair. 

Uncle Mel reclines in the chaise lounge,                        
a Luck Strike droops from his lips.                             
Dad wears his blue-gray short-sleeve                                    
with the red sailboats. Mom crouches                         
beside a card table to light candles,                             
her pink pedal-pushers match the icing.                    
Aunt Lucille comes down the steps,                                
a jar of Hellman’s in one hand,                                     
Mister Mustard in the other.       

I’m the only kid  — my  sister                                        
and Pattie and Mel, Jr. are grown now.                       

Christy, their black Cocker Spaniel,                            
nuzzles my leg. She’s a good dog                                  
with grey whiskers and bad breath.                             
Years of table scraps have given her                                
a wide back and a sagging belly.  

After supper, we drink Sprite and play Yahtzee. 

I get up now and then to catch a toad                                   
in the yard and fan at lightning bugs.                           
Christy waddles after me into the darkness.                

Novels In Progress Workshop 
2009 will meet in Louisville, KY, on 
the campus of Spalding University 
from Sunday, March15, to Sunday, 
March 22. Registration opens on 
the NIPW website beginning De-
cember 10. 

Novels In Progress Workshop pro-
vides a great opportunity to get to 
know other fiction writers from 
across the region in a creative and 
supportive atmosphere. Confer-
ence activities include faculty-led 
breakout sessions, individual in-
struction with faculty mentors, 
small-group critique sessions, a 
panel discussion with agents and 
editors, and opportunities for one-
on-one meetings with agent and 
editor guests. 

This year’s faculty will include 
Elizabeth Bevarly, Jeanne Dams, 
Kit Ehrman, Julianne Lee, and 
Elaine Fowler Palencia. The 2009 
Agent & Editor Panel will feature 
Uwe Stender, from TriadaUS Liter-
ary Agency, Brandi Bowles, of the 
Howard Morhaim Literary Agency, 
Lynn Price, of Behler Publications, 
and Martin Shepard, from The Per-
manent Press.   

Participants can choose from three 
enrollment options based on their 
instructional needs and availability:  

Full Conference 
$479 ($429 with early-bird discount 

until February 13!) 

Daily Breakout Sessions on essen-

tial writing skills, strategies for com-
pleting a novel, and tips for getting 
published 

Personal instruction with faculty 

mentor 

Faculty-moderated peer critique 

sessions 

Featured Industry Speaker (Friday) 

Agent and Editor Panel Discussion 

(Saturday)   

Pitch Meetings with editors and 

agents (Saturday) 

MEMBER 
NEWS 

NEW MEMBERS 

Victoria (Tori) Bai-
ley and Margaret 
Espinosa.  

ADDRESS 
CHANGES 

Mark Brown – 112 
E. Oak #6, Louisville, 
40203 

Sallie Page – 1435 
Howard Gap Road, 
Tyron NC  28782 

 

Breakout Sessions Plus 
$329 ($279 with early-bird discount until February 13!) 

Daily Breakout Sessions on essential writing skills, 

strategies for completing a novel, and tips for getting 
published 

Featured Industry Speaker (Friday) 

Agent and Editor Panel Discussion (Saturday) 

Single-day 

Morning and afternoon breakout sessions on Monday, 

Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday ($99) 

Agent and Editor Panel Discussion, plus Agent and Edi-

tor Pitch Meetings on Saturday ($169) 

 

All participants are invited to several social          
activities throughout the week: 

NIPW Soup Kitchen Dinner following Orientation Meeting 

on Sunday, March 15 

Mid-week Pizza Party (Wednesday) 

Closing Party for participants, faculty, agents and editors 

(Saturday) 

Register online at www.nipw.org! 

Novels In Progress 

Workshop 2009  

http://www.nipw.org/
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Sandy Daugherty was recently commis-
sioned to write an article concerning the 
history of the St. James Court Art Show.  
This article, a beautiful and lucid piece of 
prose, was published in the brochure for 
the October, 2008, 52nd Annual Art Show 
and is, in itself, the showpiece of the bro-
chure.  The brochure was published as a 
supplement to Louisville Magazine.   

Anna Lucas had two poems accepted by 
The Dead Mule School of Southern Litera-
ture and three poems in The Catholic Re-
porter.  She was also short-listed as winner 
in the Greensboro Poetry Award. 

Victoria (Tori) Bailey’s poem ―Even in 
Bluff City‖ appeared in the latest issue of 
Kudzu. 

Angela Barker Thomas’s poem ―She 
Dreamed of Orchestras‖ was published in 
the April, 2008 issue of Kudzu.  The poem 
won honorable mention in the Kudzu Po-
etry Prize. 

Marj Bixler’s story was published in The 
Potomac Review.  See it at http://
www.montgomerycollege.edu/
patomacreview.  Click on ―hotopener.‖ 

Becky Alexander won first place in the 
Children’s Poetry category in the Ohio          
Poetry Contest. 

Gail Chandler’s poem ―One-Room 
School‖ won the Gabeheart Prize at the 
Kentucky Women Writers’ Conference, 
held September 12-14, 2008. 

Mary O’Dell had journal excerpts pub-
lished in Passager, due out in March, 
2009.  Her poem ―November in Pike 
County‖ will appear in the next issue of 
Kentucky Monthly.  She will read at Joseph 
Beth Booksellers in Lexington at a coming 
out party. 

Barb McMakin’s poem ―Mom’s Spoon‖ 
will also appear in Kentucky Monthly and 
will participate in the Joseph Beth party 
reading.    

Green River members who placed in the 
recent Kentucky State Poetry Society Con-
test were: Georgia Wallace, Barbara 

POETRY MENTORING 
SESSIONS  

 
by Mary O’Dell -- Both group 
and individual sessions are be 
offered as follows:  Thursday 
morning group, 10 am – 1 pm at 
Frascelli’s Café in Crestwood -- 
$20 per session.  Interested in a 
second, evening session? Call 
502-245-4902 or 552-9578, or 
email 
Mary.Odell@insightbb.com.   
 Individual sessions as re-
quested – 103 Logsdon Court, 
Douglass Hills -- $10 per hour 
 On-line or regular  mail sub-
missions for edit or critique – 
send to 103 Logsdon Court,  
Louisville, KY  40243 -- $1 per 
page. 

McMakin, Irma Cooper, Gail 
Chandler, Judy Milford, Mary 
O’Dell, Christine Strevinsky, and 
Mary Stewart.  

Don Ray Smith, our humor writer 
extraordinaire, has collected his pieces 
that have appeared in Louisville Maga-
zine, LEO, African American Journal 
and Business First, or been featured on 
WFPL Radio in Louisville or in his 
―Monday Morning Humor‖ website.  
This collection will appear sometime in 
2009 under the title Feel My Humerus.  
Further, Don invites us to send him 
ideas for future topics.  

Kathleen Driskell, long-time friend of 
GRW, was recently the featured person-
ality in Today’s Woman. 

Sherry Chandler had poems in two 
anthologies, Letters to the World: A 
Wom-Po Anthology of Poems and New 
Growth: Recent Kentucky Writings.  
Her poems ― Evening Song‖ and 
―Sonnet 18 Revisited‖ appeared in the 
online journal, Umbrella, Fall, 2008. 

Jo Emary was an honoree at the an-
nual Women’s Equality Day at the All 
Nations Worship Ministries in Radcliff 
in August.  

The following bits of info were 
lifted from a recent issue of 

Writer’s Digest. 

Don’t know the difference 
between ―i.e.‖ and ―e.g.‖?  Both 
are from the Latin, but i.e. 
means ―that is‖ (id est),  and 
e.g. means ―for exam-
ple‖ (exempli gratia).  The 
difference is that i.e. is exclu-
sive, while e.g. is a sample.  
Here are some examples: 

―I like summer sports (e.g., 
baseball, softball, ultimate 
Frisbee).‖ 

Read: ―for example, base-
ball, softball, ultimate Fris-
bee.‖ 

―On the other hand, Sophie 
likes winter sports (i.e., skiing 
and hockey).‖ 

Read: ―that is, skiing and 
hockey.‖ 

Send questions & suggestions 
to Mary.Odell@insightbb.com 

 

FIX-IT 

CORNER 

THANKS 

THANKS to . . . poetry and prose 
meeting hosts September-December, 
2008 – Sandy Daugherty, Deanna 
Hopper, Sheri Wright, Christine 
Strevinsky and Mary O’Dell. 

Thanks  to Virginia Anderson and 
Mary O’Dell for working the phones 
at the recent Public Radio fundraising 
evening. 

Thanks to  all the ingredient donors 
for the soup at our November Retreat.  
It truly was Stone Soup.  And  a BIG 
THANKS to Terri Alekzander & 
Judy Milford for putting it all to-
gether. 

mailto:Mary.Odell@insightbb.com


103 Logsdon Court 

Louisville, KY 40243 

Phone: 502-245-4902 

E-mail: mary.odell@insightbb.com 

Over the past twenty years, Green River Writers, Inc. a non-profit organization, has steadily en-

couraged the fellowship of writers of all genres, and developed a variety of programs designed to 

accommodate the novice and the experienced.  Green River Writers’ primary goal is to provide an 

atmosphere of encouragement and support where writers can freely share ideas and opinions. 

Our policy is to critique without expressing personal value judgment of content, thus enabling 

members to express themselves on any subject.  

Green River Writers, Inc 

Prose 
 

January 11 
Ernie O’Dell 
103 Logsdon Ct  40243 
245-4902/552-9578 
 
February 8 
Ernie O’Dell 
103 Logsdon Ct  40243 
245-4902/552-9578 
 
March 8 
Ernie O’Dell 
103 Logsdon Ct  40243 
245-4902/552-9578 
 
April 12 
Ernie O’Dell 
103 Logsdon Ct  40243 
245-4902/552-9578 

Poetry 

January 3 
Patrice Pittman 
3060 Beals Branch Drive 40206 
895-8087 
 
February 7 
Georgia Wallace 
11706 Frank Avenue 40243 
244-5001 
 
March 7 
Barbara Greer 
1324 South First Street 40208 
637-2892 

 

April 4 
Gail Chandler 
935 Trout Lane, Shelbyville 40065 
502-633-1617 

Calendar 

Writers Helping Writers 

We’re on the Web! 

www.greenriverwriters.org 

 

Poetry meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Prose meetings begin at 2:30 p.m. 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 
U.S. POSTAGE  

PAID 
LOUISVILLE 

PERMIT NO. 1751 


