
name to the list.  When 
we find out who’s 
aboard, we’ll try to 
choose a day that suits 
us all (probably 3-4 
hours on a Saturday) 
and go from there.   

You may have no-
ticed the small pieces of 
poetry, commentary and 
such that have been 
showing up in your 
Newsletter and thought, 
―I have something that 
would fit there, maybe 
someday I’ll . . . ‖   But 
someday never gets 
here, so quit thinking, 
and send them to us!  
We accept offerings by 
mail, hand, or email.  
And if you’d like to write 
us a letter with news, or 
just your opinion on 
something you’ve read 
here, we’d love to hear 
from you – and publish 
you!   

So . . . keep writing, 
and let us hear from you. 

Your prez, 

  

 

Hello, Everyone –  

Things are gearing 
up for a busy fall, as 
usual, and Green River’s 
slate is filling up, too.  
But before we charge 
ahead, I’d like to back up 
a bit and talk about the 
small but satisfying July 
Retreat, our last at the 
Catherine Spalding Cen-
ter in Bardstown.  There 
were some sad mo-
ments, as we bid good-
bye to the lovely Sisters 
who have hosted us for 
the last several years.  
Gail Chandler took some 
good photos and I’m an-
ticipating their finding 
their way onto our Web-
site.  Gearing down, 
slowing to meditate, 
read, write and stroll the 
grounds – this was our 
only agenda.  Except for 
the Ugly T-Shirt Compe-
tition, judged by Michael 
Palencia and won by one 
of our newest members, 
Irma Cooper.   

Our upcoming       
Retreats will be held at 
the Kavanaugh Retreat 
Center in Crestwood, 
Kentucky, a facility run 
for 50 or so years by the 

United Methodist 
Church.  It, too, is nes-
tled in a woods with 
walking paths and a 
lovely lake.  Housing is 
reminiscent of a Ken-
tucky State Park lodge, 
with spacious rooms (2 
double beds, 2 desks in 
each).  We will have a 
meeting room complete 
with microwave, refrig-
erator and room to pre-
pare light meals and eat.  
If you plan to attend, 
however, get your name 
in early, as the rooms go 
quickly. 

You may notice that 
our Markets section is 
stuffed with possibilities 
this issue.  Since most of 
us are delighted to see 
our work in print, what 
better time to get back to 
submitting.  And if you 
never have, then it’s time 
to start.  Also, I’ve had a 
couple of writers request 
another Submissions 
Day similar to those held 
a couple of years ago.  If 
this interests you, please 
call 502-245-4902 or 
email 
Mary.Odell@insightbb. 
com and we’ll add your 
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Markets & Opportunities 

Conceit Magazine      

accepting poetry, short sto-

ries, articles, essays, web 

sites and new book and 

magazine announcements. 

Submit to: Perry Terrell, 

Editor, Conceit Magazine, 

PO Box 8544, Emeryville, 

CA 94662. 

 

Absolute Markets      

Premium, Absolutely 

Essential. Magazines, 

book publishers, interna-

tional calls for freelance 

writers plus exclusive inter-

views with editors and pub-

lishers all in one newsletter 

and delivered to your inbox 

every other week. Subscribe 

for less than $0.58 per is-

sue! http://www. absolute-

markets.com 

 

C & R Press Open Po-

etry  Inaugural Series    

(www.crpress.org), a new 

non-profit publishing 

house, is looking for the 

best manuscript of poetry in 

English from published 

and/or unpublished au-

thors.  Submit to: C & R 

Press, PO Box 4065, De-

partment C, Chattanooga, 

TN 37405. 

 

Passsager magazine is 

accepting submissions for 

its Martin Luther King    

Issue. Send poetry, fiction 

and memoir on race, race 

relations and civil rights. 

4000 words maximum fic-

tion.  Mail submission and 

SASE to: Passager,   c/o 

University of Baltimore, 

1420 North Charles St, Bal-

timore, MD 21201-5779 or 

email passager 

@saysomethingloudly.com 

 

PUGS* Pointers 

(*Punctuation, Usage, 

Grammar, and Spelling) In 

this column, freelance au-

thor, editor, and speaker 

Kathy Ide shares tips on 

punctuation, usage, gram-

mar and spelling 

(―PUGS‖).  This month 

learn the difference be-

tween best seller and best 

selling, and all about pro-

nouns. www. absolute-

write.com 

 

2008 Passager Poetry 

Contest for Writers 

Over 50.  Submissions 

accepted between Sept. 1, 

2007 and  Feb. 15, 2008. 

Do not submit for contest 

before Sept. 2007.  Check 

website for guidelines: 

www. passagerpress.com  

Sherry Chandler and 
Richard Taylor read 
recently in Frankfort. 

Barb McMakin won  a 
first place in the  Arizona 
Poetry Contest 

Congratulations to Mr. & 
Mrs. John G. Warren 
on their new baby, Emily 
Lynn, born on June 4. 

John Schenkenfelder 
Green River member, 
and financial advisor by 
profession, wrote a won-

derful little article which 
appeared in the Courier-
Journal recently.   

Becky Alexander’s 
poetry won 2 awards in 
the Pennsylvania State 
Poetry Contest. 

Anna Lucas’s poem 
―Any Minute Now‖        
appeared in the Winter    
issue of The Heartland 
Review. 

Mary  Ernie O’Dell 
was honored for 10 years 

of service  as a Hospice    
volunteer at the annual 
Volunteer Appreciation  
Dinner in August. 

Mary O’Dell’s poetry 
mentoring sessions , 
both group and individ-
ual , are still being of-
fered. Call 502-245-5902 
or 502-552-9578, or 
email 
Mary.Odell@insightbb. 
com for further informa-
tion and rates.  



  Location, location, loca-
tion.  That’s what it’s all 
about and starting this 
fall the annual Poetry Re-
treat will take place in a 
new location—the 
Kavanuagh Life Enrich-
ment Center in Crest-
wood, Kentucky.  The 
Center’s beautiful 
grounds, walking paths, 
and lake provide the per-
fect surroundings to calm 
and inspire even the most 
frazzled writer.  

   From check-in time on 
Thursday, November 8 (3
-7 p.m.) to departure on 
Sunday, November 11 (4 
p.m.), you can relax and 
take advantage of the 
Center’s amenities. Re-
treat participants will be 
staying in the Foeman 
Lodge (reminiscent of a 
state park lodge). Room 
rates are $40 single and 
$20 double, per person, 
per night.    A meeting 
room, available for GRW 
use from Friday through 

Sunday, includes a refrig-
erator, microwave and 
coffeepot. For those who 
want to get away for a 
meal or two, restaurants 
are available within a 5—
15-minute drive, as are 
grocery stores.  

   Whether you choose to 
hibernate and write, 
write, write, or drop in on 
the daily reading & cri-
tiquing sessions, freewrit-
ing exercises, or join  one 
of the impromptu work-
shops, you will find just 
the right atmosphere to 
fulfill your writing 
dreams.   

   Call 502-245-4902 or 
email 

Mary.Odell@insightbb.com  
or complete the                   

registration form below to 
reserve your space. 

Early registration is 
recommended due to 

limited number                       
of rooms                                     

(14 double rooms). 

Poetry Retreat 
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Mail to: POETRY RETREAT, Green River Writers, Inc., 103 Logsdon Court, Louisville, KY 40243 

_____Single room, Thu. Nov 8      $40  _____Shared room, Thu. Nov 8  $20   

_____Single room, Fri.  Nov 9  $40  _____Shared room, Fri.  Nov 9  $20 

_____Single room, Sat.  Nov 10  $40  _____Shared room, Sat. Nov 10 $20 

         Total Single _____                   Total Shared _____ 

 

_____Non-refundable deposit   $50   ______Registration  $15         TOTAL FEES/DEPOSITS ENCLOSED $_______ 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________________ 

City:________________________________________________State:_________Zip________________ 

Phone:__________________________________E-mail:______________________________________ 

Call (502) 245-4902 to confirm room availability 

RESERVATIONS & DEPOSIT MUST BE RECEIVED BY October 1, 2007 

Poetry Retreat Registration                                                  November 8-11, 2007 

* Room fee 

includes linens 

   THANKS to . . .poetry 
meeting hosts May -     
August 2007  -- Mary 
O’Dell, Patrice 
Pittman, and Georgia 
Wallace. 

    Thanks to Sheri 
Wright and Michele 
Shoemaker for the out-
standing job they did set-
ting up readings around 
the area.  Their services 
will be missed. 

   Thanks to Mark 
Brown for columns he 
has contributed to our 
Newsletter.  See his most 
recent on page 4.                            
 
   Thanks to Michael 
Palencia for judging our 
Ugly T-Shirt Contest.  It 
was a grueling task. 
 
  A big thanks to our Advi-
sory Board members, old 
and new, the latter being 
Jean Dams, Bill Cobb, 
Kit Ehrman and Liz 
Bevarly.  

THANKS 

Watermark     

AVAILABLE NOW 

GRW co-founder and 

novelist, Jim O’Dell’s  

bizarre and darkly hu-

morous tale of one man’s 

survival against all odds           

$22.95                               

Plus $2.50                               

postage & handling 

Send check or  money 

order to: Mary O’Dell, 

103 Logsdon Ct, Louis-

ville, KY 40243 or email 

mary.odell@insightbb.com  



BEYOND THE WORDS  

BY Mark Brown 
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Morning Song 
by Sylvia Plath 
 
Love set you going like a fat gold watch. 
The midwife slapped your footsoles, and your bald cry 
Took its place among the elements. 
 
Our voices echo, magnifying your arrival.  New statue. 
In a drafty museum, your nakedness 
Shadows our safety.  We stand round blankly as walls. 
 
I'm no more your mother 
Than the cloud that distills a mirror to reflect its own slow 
Effacement at the wind's hand. 
 
All night your moth-breath 
Flickers among the flat pink roses.  I wake to listen: 
A far sea moves in my ear. 
 
One cry, and I stumble from bed, cow-heavy and floral 
In my Victorian nightgown. 
Your mouth opens clean as a cat's.  The window square 
 
Whitens and swallows its dull stars.  And now you try 
Your handful of notes; 

The clear vowels rise like balloons.  

 

Sylvia Plath’s “Morning Song” is not the usual tribute to motherhood.  Written in 1961, 

it contained a jarring sentiment for a culture in which mothers were portrayed either as 

June Cleaver perfect or Lucille Ball inept.  Motherhood was assumed to be the ideal fe-

male state and the state all women desire.  Plath’s poem is a pungent rebuttal.  While 

this situation is specific to women, the circumstance of being forced to desire that which 

you do not is common.        

    

Plath lures us in with a title suggesting a gentle awaking.  The second line, 
though, wrenches around a sharp corner.  The disparity of a gentle love and a 
violent slap is foreboding.  Yet because it’s a midwife doing the slapping, the 
topic appears to be maternal affection.  We assume the poem will expound on 
how anticipated this child is—so much, the elements have saved it a seat. 

The first line of the second stanza reinforces the misdirection until the sentence 
fragment following the caesura.  Describing the child as a ―New statue‖ connotes 
stillbirth.  The ―drafty museum‖ and the ―nakedness‖ heighten the stony            
indifference.   

Plath doesn’t use ambiguity to soften the impact.  This mother feels no connec-
tion to her child.  It’s only an artifact of love’s wound spring.  Though drawn  

        (continued) 



Green River  
Readings 

     On May 13 at the 
Shady Lane Café on 
Brownsboro Road, Green 
River members read and 
enjoyed the hospitality of 
poet/musician combo 
Bill Smith and his wife. 

   The Howard Steamboat 
Museum hosted the 15th 
Annual Spring Arts, 
Crafts, Garden & Antique 
Festival ―A Victorian 
Chautauqua‖ in Jeffer-
sonville on May 19th.  
Ernie O’Dell and Sheri 
Wright were on hand to 
sell books. 

   Sheri Wright, Ernie 
O’Dell, Marian and 
Sarai Allen read poetry 
and fiction at Magic on 
the Mount at Mt. St. 
Francis in Indiana on 
June 9.  Also present 
were Barb McMakin 
and husband Dale, whose 
photograph exhibit at-
tracted much attention. 

SHETTERLY’S OUTLINE RULES 
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1. If you don’t need to outline, don’t. 

2. If you don’t finish the stories you begin, try outlining. 

3. If your stories don’t seem to be working, outline. 

4. The purpose of an outline is to suggest a story.  An outline should  
       include a beginning, middle and end.  
  
5. You may create the pieces of an outline in any order.  Some writers use 

3X5 cards or post-it notes so they can easily move the pieces while 
they’re imagining the story, and easily throw away ideas that don’t 
serve the story.   

 
6.  Outlining can take any form you like.  They’re for you, not the editor. 
 
6a. A proposal, also sometimes called an outline, is for an editor.  Its pur-

pose is to sell a book, not create one. 

7. Outlines are only guidelines.  Revise them freely  

The above –  was received from a member of our sister writers’ group, Clear 
Creek Writers in Shelbyville, and is attributed to author Will Shetterly. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Timothy Johnson 
Patrice Pittman 
James Furber 

EMAIL  UPDATE            
Sherry Chandler— 
sherrych@bellsouth.net 
Carol Schwope – 
cjschwope@hughes.net 

PHONE UPDATE 
Mark Brown- (H) 634-
5564; (Cell) 489-2575 

MEMBER NEWS 
from her, it’s a reminder that she is dissipating.  We discover that the wind 
and rain that erode the mother are the elements that the child ―took its place 
among.‖   

The mother’s disconnection is established by Plath associating the child with 
nothing human, which starts with the watch and the statue.  In the fourth 
stanza, its ―moth-breath/Flickers,‖ and sounds like ―a far sea.‖  The baby’s 
mouth opening ―clean as a cat’s‖ is the only image to suggesting that the child 
incites cuddling.   

   Considering current knowledge about postpartum depression, the tone of 
this poem might be a symptom.  Such an attribution may or may not be accu-
rate, but it’s a pertinent consideration.  It provided the loss of inhibition to 
debunk an assumption that couldn’t be challenged politely.  The pun of the 
title is the ―bald cry.‖  This poem is an elegy that mourns the slow desiccation 
when an inner authenticity is suckled to nourish an outer appearance.  Noth-
ing borne of such a situation renews life.  It only erodes it. 

Morning Song (continued) 



103 Logsdon Court 

Louisville, KY 40243 

Phone: 502-245-4902 

E-mail: mary.odell@insightbb.com 

Over the past twenty years, Green River Writers, Inc. a non-profit organization, has steadily en-

couraged the fellowship of writers of all genres, and developed a variety of programs designed to 

accommodate the novice and the experienced.  Green River Writers’ primary goal is to provide an 

atmosphere of encouragement and support where writers can freely share ideas and opinions. 

Our policy is to critique without expressing personal value judgment of content, thus enabling 

members to express themselves on any subject.  

Green River Writers, Inc 

Prose 
 

September 9  
Ernie O’Dell 
103 Logsdon Ct  40243 
245-4902/552-9578 
 
October 7 
Ernie O’Dell 
103 Logsdon Ct  40243 
245-4902/552-9578 
 
November 4 
Ernie O’Dell 
103 Logsdon Ct  40243 
245-4902/552-9578 
 
December 9 
Ernie O’Dell 
103 Logsdon Ct  40243 
245-4902/552-9578 

Poetry 

September 1 
Cate Pearson/Jean Tucker, Host 
2327 Payne St.  40205 
753-9255 
 
October 6 
Sandy Daugherty 
4523 Blenheim Rd  40207 
893-8027 
 
November 3 
Gail Chandler 
935 Trout Lane  Shelbyville 
502-633-1671  (carpool)  
 

December 1 
Christine Strevinsky 
226 Mill Falls St., Shepherdsville  
502-428-6236 (carpool)  

Calendar 

Writers Helping Writers 

 

Weôre on the Web! 

www.greenriverwriters.org 

Poetry meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. Prose meetings begin at 2:30 p.m. 
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